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“Information 

maintained by the 

Federal Government is 

a national asset.”

President Obama

January 21, 2009
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Unlocking the Wealth of 

Information

Set the information FREE!
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There are over 24,000 .gov web sites – difficult to navigate

Web sites organized under the federal structure

– difficult to find datasets

Data exists in portals – are not “raw” machine downloadable

or data locked in legacy systems 

Web sites not designed for new generation 

of web technologies

The Issues
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When Data is 

Democratized 

When the 

Department of 

Defense released its 

satellite data…

the market created

affordable GPS 

devices!
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The Federal Government does 

not have a monopoly on 

information

Tapping the Ingenuity of the 

American Public

• Democracy unleashes 

creativity

• Innovation drives 

sustainability
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Current  Scope of Data.gov

Datasets that:

 Are already in or ready for public domain

 Are high value 

 Are hosted by the Executive Branch of the 
Federal Government

• No Legislative or Judicial Branch datasets

• No direct links to State, Local, or Tribal datasets

• No non-governmental datasets 

 Do not have copyright limitations

 Do not impose charges for access

 Do not require registration to access 
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What is meant by ‘raw’ data

 Machine readable

 Preference for structured datasets

 Preference for platform independent formats

 Data that can be used for secondary purposes

 Datasets that can be mashed-up with others 
(brought into context using lightweight web 
programming techniques and technologies)

 As ‘raw’ as possible (lowest level of 
aggregation, before analysis)
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Preferred Formats for Raw Data

Preferred formats for ‘raw’ data:
• XML 

• CSV/TXT 

• XLS

• Keyhole Markup Language (KML/KMZ)

• ESRI Shapefile

Avoiding datasets in the following formats:
• PDF

• HTML (e.g., HTML tables containing data)
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Agency retains responsibility 

for Dataset

Dataset continues to reside on agency’s website

Agency retains responsibility for authoritative

source of data, including corrections and updates

Agency retains responsibility for protecting 

personally identifiable information, information 

quality, and records retention

Agency retains responsibility for impacts of 

Data.gov access on their site 
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The First Year

Data.gov is a Federal Inter-Agency open

government initiative that was chartered by the

Federal CIO and is operated by GSA.

Launched May 21, 2009:  47 Datasets
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Finding the Innovative Path

In just a few hours the 

public created an FBI 

most wanted app

In just a few weeks the 

public created several 

more

Public innovation translates to development $’s saved
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What Agencies 

Contribute

Datasets that can be used to:
 increase agency accountability and responsiveness; 

 improve public knowledge of the agency and its operations; 

 further the core mission of the agency; 

 create economic opportunity; or 

 respond to need and demand as identified through public  consultation

MyPyramid Food Data 

Veterans Affairs

Hospital Report Card 

FEMA Disaster and 

Emergency Declarations
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Data.gov Features 

One Year Later
Search Raw 

Datasets, Tools, or 

Geodata Catalogs

Search Raw 

Datasets, Tools, or 

Geodata Catalogs

See datasets most 

popular to date

See a list of apps 

developed using 

government datasets.

See the latest in  

Data.gov semantic 

technology activity

See states, cities, and 

countries that are 

forming community

See latest statistics on 

agency contributions, 

dataset suggestions and 

site visitors

Join the national 

dialogue and 

contribute ideas
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Data.gov Features

Apps

People from across the country and around the world 

are using government datasets to create applications 

and mashups:  237 and counting!
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Fly On Time.us

Using DOT data, 

FlyOnTime.us 

lets people find 

the most on time 

flights and 

shortest security 

line wait times

Integrated to 

Twitter
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National Obesity: 

Eat Your Vegetables

Uses HHS 

community health 

data and shows 

obesity rates by 

county

Supports the First 

Lady’s fights 

against childhood 

obesity

http://public.tableausoftware.com/views/contributorsto

obesity/Eatyourvegtables?:embed=yes&:toolbar=yes

http://public.tableausoftware.com/views/contributorstoobesity/Eatyourvegtables?:embed=yes&:toolbar=yes
http://public.tableausoftware.com/views/contributorstoobesity/Eatyourvegtables?:embed=yes&:toolbar=yes
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Community

• Data.gov is leading the way in democratizing public sector data  

and driving innovation.

• 6 Other nations 

establishing open data

• 10 States now offering 

Open data sites

• 10 Cities in America

with open data sites



20

… DAS …

Click on state to 
access state data

Access State and Local Specific 

Data
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Click on state to 
access state data

Access State and Local Specific 

Data
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Semantic Web

RPI and Linked Data
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Running on Data.gov are a set of government-related demonstrations at 

RPI showing how these RDF datasets can be used to build interactive 

visualizations using various popular visualization API's

Semantic Web

RPI and Linked Data
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- Federal Agency Participation at Data.gov

- Suggested Dataset Stats

- Visitor Stats

Metrics
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Visitors
(May 21, 2009 – January 31, 2010)

Top 5 Redirects

DOD

U.S. EPA

Interior

HHS

Labor

Year to Date # of Visitors: 1,546,997

Visitors in January 2010: 305,913

Top 10 Nation Visitors

United Kingdom

Canada

Russia

Germany

Spain

France

Japan

Australia

Switzerland

Netherlands

Top 10 State Visitors

California

District of Columbia

Texas

New York

Virginia

Illinois

Georgia

Florida

Washington

Pennsylvania
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National Dialogue

• Encouraging the community to share ideas for Data.gov



27

… DAS …

National Dialogue

• Vote on your favorite ideas

• Some of the higher rated ideas have been implemented
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What’s Next

Year one focused on discovery of government datasets

In addition to providing more datasets, year two will focus 
on:

Evolving the application of semantic technologies 

Showcase more apps

Improving communication with suggested datasets

Geo visualizations

Building communities with:
 Developers

 Educators

 Students (K-12 and universities)

 Private industry

 International
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Challenge :

Making Data Available

Solution:

Democratize Data using 

Creating: 

Transparent Open Government 

Tap the Ingenuity of the 
American People

Summary
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Questions

Contact info:
Suzanne Acar:

Co-Chair, Federal Data Architecture Subcommittee, and

FBI Senior Data Architect 

E-mail:  suzanne.acar@ic.fbi.gov

U.S. Federal Data Architecture Subcommittee (DAS)


